
A Life of Blessing…”But God” 
Ephesians 2:4 

 
 
We have many reasons to give thanks.  I These 5:18 “give thanks in all circumstances”  
 
Physical reasons 
Relationship reasons 
Material reasons 
  
We must have the attitude of gratitude. 
 
Spiritual reasons 
 Salvation – the good news, the gospel message 
 
Defining the Gospel in a few words: 

5 words Christ died for our sins 
4 words Jesus in my place 
3 words God saves sinners 
2 words  But God 
1 word  Propitiation  

To understand these words as they are used in Scripture is to understand the Gospel. 
 

Verse 4 But God 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, ESV 
 
These are possibly the greatest 2 words in Scripture that speak of the heart of the Gospel. 
 
Before the words “But God”…  in Scripture appear some of the worst human actions  
   characterized by defiance and rebellion of the ones caught up in the world, sin and evil. 
Before the words “But God”    there is hopelessness, darkness, and death.  
Before the words “But God” 
 
Following the words “But God”…    we find hope forgiveness and life.  
Following the words “But God”  we find God’s intervention, the greatest rescue story. 
Following the words “But God”   
We were slaves to the world, the Devil, and our flesh… 

but God adopted us and brought is into His realm 
We were  enemies of the Cross … 

but God calls us friends workers for the KOG 
We were  dead in our sins… 

but God brought life to our inability to have life 
We have been transferred from the Old to the New  
He moves and acts on our behalf 

“These two words, in and of themselves, in a sense contain the whole of the gospel.  
The gospel tells of what God has done, God’s intervention; it is something that comes 
entirely from outside us and displays to us that wondrous and amazing and astonishing 
work of God.” - Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 

 
 



 
Why did He do this?   God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much.    
God does not wait for us to bring ourselves to him, but that he acts first to bring about our good.  
 
 
“But God…” appears in hundreds of verses in both the Old and New Testaments.  
 
Whenever you feel discouraged, look up some “but God” verses and be reassured of God’s 
involvement in the lives of those who love Him.  You may have too much baggage, too many 
sins to overcome, too much to have forgiven.  
 
Here are a few examples of verses that contain this phrase 
 
Hardship 
Genesis 8:1  
But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the 
ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 
 
Genesis 31:42   
If the God of my father… had not been with me, you would surely have sent me away empty-
handed. But God has seen my hardship and the toil of my hands. 

 
Significance 
Genesis 50:20  
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, 
the saving of many lives. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:27 
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 
the world to shame the strong. 
 
Love 
Nehemiah 9:17  
They refused to listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They 
became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their 
slavery. But God, you are forgiving, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding 
in love. Therefore you did not desert them. 
 
Weary 
Psalm 49:14-15  
But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself. 
 
Psalm 73:26  
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Freedom 
1 Samuel 23:14  
David stayed in the desert strongholds and in the hills of the desert… day after day Saul 
searched for him, but God did not give David into his hands. 
 
Romans 5:7-8  
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Romans 6:23  
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Understanding 
John 1:18    
No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made 
him known. 
 
1 Cor. 2:9-10.  Eye has not seen, nor ear heard . . . the things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him. But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. 
 
 
 
Our response 
Believe in salvation 
 
James Montgomery Boice wrote that “If you understand those two words—’but God’—they will 
save your soul. If you recall them daily and live by them, they will transform your life 
completely.” 
 
Respond with an attitude of gratitude and lifestyles of praise. 
 
Here we all must pause and think how little our appreciation towards God is at times. 
Do not let circumstances dictate how you worship, instead let the worship of God dictate how 
you live in your circumstances. 
 
Acts 3:15   
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 
 
 
 


